CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, LOS ANGELES
Jazz in American Culture MUS 1560-01 | Fall 2026
Department	Music	Instructor	Dr. Adam Snow
Classroom	TA 116 (Music Hall)	Meeting Time Mondays & Wednesdays, 1:40–
2:55 p.m.
Office	MUS 53	Email	asnow5@calstatela.edu
Office Hours	T 2-3pm, R 1:30-2:30pm

Course Description
This course explores the major eras and styles of jazz in the United States, as well as the social, cultural, and historical forces that shaped their development. Through the study of influential musicians and landmark recordings, students will gain an understanding of the innovation, creativity, and artistic expression that define the jazz tradition.

Throughout the semester, students will listen to and analyze audio and video recordings of jazz performances, developing the skills to listen critically and engage thoughtfully with jazz and other forms of improvisational music.
Course Objectives and Learning Outcomes
· Survey the history of jazz.
· Explore the lives and works of major figures from each era.
· Track social and cultural changes associated with jazz eras and styles.
· Develop critical and active listening skills.

Required Course Materials
Ted Gioia, The History of Jazz — free e-book available through the University Library: Ebook Central
Selected videos and recordings will be provided through YouTube links embedded in the weekly Canvas modules.
How This Course Works
· Complete the assigned reading before class.
· Attend lecture and participate in guided listening and discussion.
· Complete the weekly Canvas module.
· Submit assigned Canvas homework by Sunday evening on the posted due date.
· Prepare for listening exams, the midterm, and the final exam as scheduled.


Course at a Glance
Assessment	Date / Due Date
Module One Assignment	Sun. 8/30
Module Two Assignment	Sun. 9/6
Module Three Assignment	Sun. 9/13
Listening Exam #1	Sun. 9/20
Module Four Assignment	Sun. 9/20
Module Five Assignment	Sun. 9/27
Module Six Assignment	Sun. 10/4
Module Seven Assignment	Sun. 10/11
Midterm Exam	Wed. 10/14
Listening Exam #2	Sun. 10/25
Module Ten Assignment	Sun. 11/1
Listening Exam #3	Sun. 11/15
Module Thirteen Assignment	Sun. 11/29
Listening Exam #4	Sun. 12/6
Final Exam	Wed. 12/16

Course Schedule
THIS SYLLABUS MAY BE SUBJECT TO CHANGE
Week 1
M 8/24 – Course Introduction

· Course overview and syllabus
· Course expectations and Canvas orientation
· Introduction to jazz history and listening

W 8/26 – Prehistory of Jazz: West Africa, Congo Square

· Read – The History of Jazz – Chapter 1 – The Prehistory of Jazz pp. 3–25
· View – “Week 1” module and complete all steps
· Module One Assignment – Due Sun. 8/30

Week 2
M 8/31 – Early Jazz in New Orleans: Buddy Bolden, Blues

· Read – The History of Jazz – Chapter 2 – New Orleans Jazz pp. 28–46
· View – “Week 2” module and complete Early Jazz in New Orleans Part 1

W 9/2 – Early Jazz in New Orleans: King Oliver, Louis Armstrong
· Read – The History of Jazz – Chapter 2 (cont.) – New Orleans Jazz pp. 46–52
· View – “Week 2” module and complete Early Jazz in New Orleans Part 2
· Module Two Assignment – Due Sun. 9/6

Week 3
M 9/7 – Labor Day – NO CLASS

W 9/9 – The Jazz Age: Sidney Bechet & Louis Armstrong
· Read – The History of Jazz – Chapter 3 – The Jazz Age pp. 53–66
· View – “Week 3” module and complete The Jazz Age Part 1
· Module Three Assignment – Due Sun. 9/13

Week 4
M 9/14 – The Jazz Age: Bix Beiderbecke & Frankie Trumbauer
· Read – The History of Jazz – Chapter 3 (cont.) – The Jazz Age pp. 66–87
· View – “Week 4” module and complete The Jazz Age Part 2

W 9/16 – Harlem: Stride & Boogie Woogie Piano

· Read – The History of Jazz – Chapter 4 – Harlem pp. 89–100
· View – “Week 4” module and complete Harlem Part 1
· Listening Exam #1 – Due Sun. 9/20
· Module Four Assignment – Due Sun. 9/20

Week 5
M 9/21 – Harlem: Birth of the Big Band, Duke Ellington

· Read – The History of Jazz – Chapter 4 – Harlem pp. 100–125
· View – “Week 5” module and complete Harlem Part 2

W 9/23 – The Swing Era: Benny Goodman, The Dorsey Bros., Artie Shaw

· Read – The History of Jazz – Chapter 5 – The Swing Era pp. 127–141
· View – “Week 5” module and complete The Swing Era Part 1
· Module Five Assignment – Due Sun. 9/27

Week 6
M 9/28 – The Swing Era: Lionel Hampton, Charlie Christian, Glenn Miller, Count Basie

· Read – The History of Jazz – Chapter 5 – The Swing Era pp. 141–156
· View – “Week 6” module and complete The Swing Era Part 2

W 9/30 – The Swing Era: Lester Young, Django Reinhardt, Billie Holiday, Ellington Middle Period
· Read – The History of Jazz – Chapter 5 – The Swing Era pp. 156–183
· View – “Week 6” module and complete The Swing Era Part 3
· Module Six Assignment – Due Sun. 10/4

Week 7
M 10/5 – Modern Jazz: Bebop, Charlie Parker, Dizzy Gillespie

· Read – The History of Jazz – Chapter 6 – Modern Jazz pp. 185–200
· View – “Week 7” module and complete Modern Jazz Part 1

W 10/7 – Modern Jazz: CuBop, Charlie Parker in LA
· Read – The History of Jazz – Chapter 6 – Modern Jazz pp. 200–216
· View – “Week 7” module and complete Modern Jazz Part 2
· Module Seven Assignment – Due Sun. 10/11

Week 8
M 10/12 – Modern Jazz: Modern Jazz Piano, Thelonious Monk, Bud Powell

· Read – The History of Jazz – Chapter 6 – Modern Jazz pp. 216–236
· View – “Week 8” module and complete Modern Jazz Part 3

W 10/14 – MIDTERM EXAM

Week 9
M 10/19 – Modern Jazz: Big Bands in the Modern Era, Woody Herman, Stan Kenton

· Read – The History of Jazz – Chapter 6 – Modern Jazz pp. 236–251
· View – “Week 9” module and complete Modern Jazz Part 4

W 10/21 – Fragmentation of Styles: Dixieland Revival, Cool Jazz, West Coast Jazz

· Read – The History of Jazz – Chapter 7 – Fragmentation of Styles pp. 253–267
· View – “Week 9” module and complete Fragmentation of Styles Part 1
· Listening Exam #2 – Due Sun. 10/25

Week 10
M 10/26 – Fragmentation of Styles: Miles & Coltrane, Bill Evans, Sonny Rollins

· Read – The History of Jazz – Chapter 7 – Fragmentation of Styles pp. 267–285
· View – “Week 10” module and complete Fragmentation of Styles Part 2

W 10/28 – Fragmentation of Styles: Hard Bop, Post Bop, Soul Jazz

· Read – The History of Jazz – Chapter 7 – Fragmentation of Styles pp. 285–307
· View – “Week 10” module and complete Fragmentation of Styles Part 3
· Module Ten Assignment – Due Sun. 11/1

Week 11
M 11/2 – Freedom and Fusion: Free Jazz, Third Stream

· Read – The History of Jazz – Chapter 8 – Freedom and Fusion pp. 309–325
· View – “Week 11” module and complete Freedom and Fusion Part 1
W 11/4 – Freedom and Fusion: Fusion and Electronica

· Read – The History of Jazz – Chapter 8 – Freedom and Fusion pp. 325–343
· View – “Week 11” module and complete Freedom and Fusion Part 2

Week 12
M 11/9 – Traditionalists & Post Modernists

· Read – The History of Jazz – Chapter 9 – Traditionalists & Post Modernists pp. 345–357
· View – “Week 12” module and complete Traditionalists & Post Modernists Part 1
· Listening Exam #3 – Due Sun. 11/15

W 11/11 – Dr. Snow away for conference – NO CLASS

Week 13
M 11/16 – Traditionalists & Post Modernists
· Read – The History of Jazz – Chapter 9 – Traditionalists & Post Modernists pp. 357–367
· View – “Week 13” module and complete Traditionalists & Post Modernists Part 2

W 11/18 – Jazz in the New Millennium

· Read – The History of Jazz – Chapter 10 – Jazz in the New Millennium pp. 369–380
· View – “Week 13” module and complete Jazz in the New Millennium Part 1
· Module Thirteen Assignment – Due Sun. 11/29

Week 14
M 11/23 & W 11/25 – Fall Recess / Thanksgiving Break – NO CLASS

Week 15
M 11/30 – Jazz in the New Millennium

· Read – The History of Jazz – Chapter 10 – Jazz in the New Millennium pp. 380–388
· View – “Week 15” module and complete Jazz in the New Millennium Part 2
W 12/2 – Jazz in the New Millennium
View – “Week 15” module and complete Jazz in the New Millennium Part 3
· Listening Exam #4 – Due Sun. 12/6

Week 16
M 12/7 – Jazz in the New Millennium

· View – “Week 16” module and complete Jazz in the New Millennium Part 4

W 12/9 – Final Exam Review / Course Evaluations


W 12/16 - Final Exam



Attendance Policy

Course Policies

Regular attendance and participation are expected and are essential to success in this course. Because much of the course involves guided listening and discussion, regular attendance is especially important.
Students may accrue up to four (4) absences without penalty. Beginning with the fifth absence, 5 percentage points will be deducted from the student’s final course grade for each additional absence.
Class begins promptly at 1:40 p.m. Students arriving after 1:50 p.m. will be marked tardy. Three tardies are equivalent to one absence.
Students are responsible for all material, announcements, and assignments covered during any missed class. University-approved absences will be handled in accordance with Cal State LA policy.

Assignments and Grading
· Weekly work includes assigned reading and listening/viewing for each class.
· Canvas module assignments are due on the Sunday evening listed in the course schedule.
· Listening exams are completed in Canvas and are due on the Sunday listed in the course schedule.

Category	Points
Canvas Module Assignments	50 points
4 Listening Exams	20 points
Midterm Exam	15 points
Final Exam	15 points
Total	100 points
Bonus: Syllabus Quiz	4 points


Grading Scale
	Letter Grade
	Percentage

	A
	93–100%

	A−
	90–92%

	B+
	87–89%

	B
	83–86%

	B−
	80–82%

	C+
	77–79%

	C
	73–76%

	C−
	70–72%

	D
	60–69%

	F
	Below 60%


Grades and Instructor Communication
You can view your grades by selecting Grades in the Canvas course navigation. Questions about grades should be sent privately to asnow5@calstatela.edu rather than posted in a discussion forum.

Canvas grade information: How do I view my grades?

I will communicate with students through Canvas announcements and course postings. Students should generally expect assignment feedback and responses to messages within 48 hours on weekdays. I will post an announcement if I expect to be unavailable for more than one day.

Online Communication and Netiquette
When participating in Canvas discussions or other online course spaces, communicate respectfully and professionally. Canvas discussion guide
Helpful Student Resources
· ITS Resources for Students
· ITS Help Desk
· Center for Academic Success
· Office for Students with Disabilities
· University Library
· Student Advising Services
· Dean of Students Office
· Counseling and Psychological Services
· Student Health Services
Course and University Policies
Student Rights and Responsibilities
Information concerning student rights and responsibilities, academic honesty, standards of conduct, and related university policies is available through the current Cal State LA Schedule of Classes and university policy pages.

Adding and Dropping Courses
Students are responsible for understanding university procedures, deadlines, and penalties related to adding, dropping, and withdrawing from courses. Consult GET and the Registrar’s Office for current information.

Accessibility and Accommodations
Reasonable accommodations will be provided to students who are registered with the Office for Students with Disabilities and request approved accommodations. Students should contact the instructor and OSD as early as possible.

Academic Honesty and Student Conduct
Students are expected to submit their own scholarly and creative work and to acknowledge all sources properly. Using another person’s ideas, words, or work without appropriate credit constitutes plagiarism and may result in academic penalties under Cal State LA policy.

