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The pandemic has caused the crisis in higher ed and you can begin your transition from your face-to-face teaching a topic that “top of mind” for everyone:   Make the pandemic the topic of your first assignments.
1. Using whatever communication forum that is easiest for you (from conference call to a discussion board within your learning management system to a video conference services) discuss what issues the students are facing in completing their courses.   
a) Ask the students to describe the:
i) Challenges they are facing with COVID 19
ii) Ways would they like to learn in the alternative mode of instruction (
iii) Barriers are they are facing and they think they will be facing in completing the course in the near future.
b) The students’ responses to these topics will help you:
i) Choose the strategies that would actually be acceptable to your students.
ii) Engage your students, show compassion for their situations, and help them become a partner in making the course a success.
c) Facilitate students’ sharing of their stories and begin to connect their situations to topics in the course.  You can have groups of students blend their individual responses into a collection of stories that can be published on the web.  
2. For a second assignment, figure out how you can use the pandemic as a relevant curricular topic for the course.  Leverage all the online information that is being created and presented to everyone as content as you transition online.  “Critical thinking” in any discipline can be applied to the pandemic.
3. For the writing assignment, ask students to analyze, synthesize, and reflect on how they would apply discipline-based models, concepts, analyses, etc. to address one of the many consequences of the pandemic.
a) Create a rubric about how you will evaluate the papers/essays/reports.
4. Have students share their ideas before submitting their papers and share their papers after submitting them.
a) Within a discussion forum, you can ask students to reflect on what they’ve learned from the collection experiences of the class.


Overall, make these assignments your own and that of that of your students.  Edit as you wish and want.

