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Working from your previous research, team’s research, and topic choice, you (individually) will now establish the value and ethical considerations of the issue and lens you selected. The focus on this portion of the project examines the concerns and values of your topic and lens and how they affect sustainability and potential stakeholders. Consider the conversation taking place within this field and among its stakeholders.

[bookmark: Step_One:_Identify_Stakeholders][bookmark: _Toc42614121]Step One: Identify Stakeholders
Establish the context and identify potential stakeholders (direct and indirect) for the topic.
· Direct stakeholders: those who have immediate connections to the topic. They might be the developers, financers, consumers, etc.
· Indirect stakeholders: those who are affected by the topic but don’t have immediate connections to the topic
If we want to continue with the plastic example, we could identify some direct stakeholders in these ways: production company making the plastic, company using the plastic for their products, consumer using the plastic and then disposing of it, etc. Indirect stakeholders could be the following: residential communities located next to the plastic production affected by the pollution produced in the making of the product, fishing industry affected by the plastic presence in the oceans, homeless communities who gather plastic bottles for cash-in redemption values, etc.

Once you’ve identified your stakeholders, try to answer the following questions:
· Who or what might have an investment in this topic?
· What are their interests?
· What are their concerns?
· What is their history with this topic?
· What do they consider the most important value?
· How does the issue/topic affect them, their fields, their safety, well-being, or their careers? And why might that be important?

Additional research will help you identify these groups and their concerns. Once you’ve identified potential stakeholders and their concerns, apply the value and ethical considerations of the topic/issue. Choose a minimum of three stakeholders’ perspectives using a combination of direct and indirect stakeholders in articles or journal publications to frame your examination and explicitly summarize their positions, warrants, and backing.

You will also need to interview or find a published interview with an expert, enthusiast, or specialist in the field and incorporate this information into your essay. If you choose a personal interview, feel free to interview friends, family members, graduate students, work colleagues, etc. for this portion of the requirement. This interview, whether published or personal, should provide you an extra point of insight into this topic that published research cannot. In an effort to minimize requests for faculty interviews, please use your professors as a last resort for an interview and attend their office hours.

[bookmark: _Toc42614122]Step Two: Develop a Guiding Question Set

Guiding questions can help you keep focused and encourage you to deepen your inquiry. Create a guiding question set that helps you examine and evaluate the value of the topic to these stakeholders. Once you’ve gathered enough evidence to inform yourself about the topic and its stakeholders, use the guiding question set to help you establish your focus.

[bookmark: _Toc42614123]Step Three: Write the Essay
Write an essay of approximately 1500 words that examines and evaluates the value and ethical considerations of this topic to its potential stakeholders. You must include at least three potential stakeholders (combination of direct and indirect) in your evaluation, explicitly stating their position, concerns, and warrants. You should also incorporate relevant research from your first project, interview, and subsequent research for this assignment. Use your guiding question to keep you focused. What do you consider to be important? In what ways can you weigh competing value systems against each other? Why does it matter that you weigh these value systems against each other? In what ways can you connect all of this evaluation to sustainability principles?
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Submit the following materials:
· Guiding Question Set
· Essay with Works Cited in APA: posted to Canvas in pdf or docx file and submitted hardcopy in class
Workshop drafts and feedback from peer
