Ethics Advisory Memo (Argument of Value)

Step One: Choosing A Dilemma

Choose one of the ethical dilemmas from the following Santa Clara University website: Ethics Cases. https://www.scu.edu/ethics/ethics-resources/ethics-cases/?fam=BUSI
Make sure you choose a dilemma that presents the competing interests of several groups/persons. Choose a case that is specific to an individual business or organization.
Please read it carefully and, in the form of an advisory memo, make a recommendation about the possible options and what you deem to be the best course of action.
No matter which case you chose from the list of "Ethical Cases," you will write to a fictitious person within the organization where the dilemma is occurring (convey it as though it’s happening now even if the actual dilemma happened years ago) and offer your opinion in an advisory memo about the possible options and advocate for the most ethical approach to the problem. What course of action do you recommend and why?
Whomever you are advising (a decision-maker in your same organization) will care about the depth of your analysis, your ability to balance several contending interests in this situation, and the clarity and cogency of your recommendations. In other words, they will want to see your reasoning process in addition to your conclusions. What is your line of reasoning? Be sure you make practical recommendations; don't just dodge the issue by arguing for further study.

Step Two: Drafting Your Memo (headings optional)
Please follow the memo formatting advice in the Technical Communication textbook chapter 3.3 and keep the memo to a maximum of two and a half pages, single-spaced. Within the subject line of your Memo, it is imperative that you supply an active link directly to the specific case your memo is written to address so that there’s no confusion (also because the website often gets updated by adding new and removing old cases).

· Headings are optional
· Introductory paragraph - be concise and direct
· Background - briefly describe the situation
· Options (briefly list several options: 3 or more). The options should not disregard the limitations of the dilemma presented below
· Analysis of Ethical and Practical Considerations (detailed analysis of ethical and practical concerns raised by the dilemma and the various options you've presented)
· Conclusions and Recommendations (provide audience with results of analysis and recommend a clear course of action, which may be one option or a mix of them)
· A Brief Concluding Paragraph (sentence or two) that thanks the reader, reemphasizes the course of action, and offers to discuss ideas further.
· DO NOT SIGN LIKE A LETTER. Instead, provide your initials on the From line at the top of the first page.

Other Requirements

Where appropriate, employ Thinking Ethically approaches we covered the first week.
https://www.scu.edu/ethics/ethics-resources/ethical-decision-making/thinking-ethically/
Make sure your audience understands your ideas by defining key terms, jargon, connotations, and abstractions (e.g., truth, morals, ethics, good, evil, etc.). Avoid dictionary definitions; state the definition in your own words.
Use of first person (I, we, our) and second person (you) should probably be limited to the intro and/or conclusion and used with intention. The body of the memo should be more objectively conveyed by remaining in third person (he, she, it, they).
Appeal to logos and pathos (very limited) while establishing your ethos (error free, plagiarism free, well-supported, nuanced, fair-minded, well-organized argument). Related to this, you are not required to make use of outside sources for this assignment, but if you do, they should be credible and accurately cited in MLA. The attendant works cited page does not count toward the page limit.
Post the polished memo here to this assignment page in PDF.
I will be grading for proper genre format, grammar, punctuation, syntax, and rhetorical awareness (audience & context analysis as indicated by organization, diction, and tone).

Relevant Learning Objectives
· Identify principles of rhetoric and formal logic in written arguments.
· Analyze and write arguments of value.
· Analyze and write arguments that advocate and propose on issues of social import using sound reasoning and evidence.
· Compose texts in different genres and multiple media for diverse audiences.
· Engage with the ethical and cultural dimension of arguments.
· Evaluate the credibility of evidence when constructing arguments
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