California State University, San Bernardino
College of Arts and Letters

FALL 2020

Syllabus for JAPANESE 3100-70: 

ANALYSIS OF JAPANESE CULTURE THROUGH THE STUDY OF FILM

Class Number: 82917

Instructor: Makiko Amaya, M.A.
Email: mamaya@csusb.edu
[bookmark: _gjdgxs]Office Hours: Monday and Wednesday, 4:00 P.M.-5:00 P.M., or by appointment through Zoom meeting
Zoom meeting join link: https://csusb.zoom.us/j/93524722277 (This link is ONLY FOR OFFICE HOURS)
Meeting ID: 935 2472 2277
In addition, the “Email Office Hours” are available on Friday, 4:00 P.M.-6:00 P.M. If you email your instructor during the “Email Office Hours”, you will receive a response within these hours.
Instruction Mode: Asynchronous online
	
Course Description
The purpose of this course is to understand and analyze Japanese culture through watching Japanese films. From classical to contemporary Japanese films, three of the “greatest hits” of Japanese films will be covered. This exploration of Japanese cinema will offer both a new perspective on cinema itself as well as an opportunity to view many aspects of Japanese culture such as Japanese people’s ways of thinking, lifestyles, values, customs, religions, etc. 

No prior knowledge of Japanese history, language or film is presumed. Students will participate in class discussions and create individual projects/presentations using a variety of online tools. Students will watch the films in Japanese with English subtitles, and the course will be taught in English. This course is a fully online asynchronous course. Physical attendance on campus is not required.
This course focuses on learning about Japanese culture through film. Therefore, it is not a course on cinematography, though it will look at the history of Japanese film and may, at times, expose you to certain aspects of cinematography. However, keep in mind that our purpose here is to examine Japanese culture via the film media. As such, we will view and analyze Japanese culture from a variety of perspectives through a selection of readings and film screenings, pulling from the fields of history, sociology, anthropology, psychology, linguistics, literature and film studies.
Please Note: Some of the scheduled films contain violence and some Rated-R content. If you are unwilling to view something that may offend your moral values, please drop this course.
Required Course Materials

1) The Japanese Mind: Understanding Contemporary Japanese Culture, Davies, R. J. & Ikeno, O., Tuttle Publishing, 2002  [ISBN 978-0-8048-3295-3]
CSUSB students can access this book free of charge because the library has purchased the e-book. You can access this book here. 
2) There will also be required reading materials posted on Blackboard.

Course Web Site:

You are required to check our course Blackboard at  https://csusb.blackboard.com/ultra/institution-page on a regular basis.

Student Learning Objectives/Outcomes

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

LO1	Identify and describe key concepts in Japanese culture, including cultural values, attitudes, behavior patterns, and communication styles in modern Japan.
LO2	  Discuss diverse aspects of Japanese culture in a clear and coherent fashion.
LO3	Analyze the changing nature of Japanese society from the perspective of contemporary issues in intercultural communication.
LO4	Apply new knowledge associated with Japanese culture in a practical way, such as in business, in a social setting, etc., and predict what mistakes can be avoided with this knowledge.
LO5	Integrate key concepts in Japanese culture and propose/develop practical applications in a variety of social settings.

Learner Expectations

· This is a course that requires regular engagement throughout all 16 weeks.
· Since each unit of credit in a regular 15-week semester course presumes one hour of class time and two hours of preparation, a three-unit regular course would require a minimum of 9 hours per week of the student’s time. Ensure you have approximately 9 hours per week to spend on this course.
· Active participation in all assignments is expected. Please be sure to read all instructions and documents in the course so that you have the necessary information to complete the required activities.
· Students should be aware of all assignment due dates, specific assignment instructions, and should regularly consult the course schedule to ensure all work is completed in a timely manner. Print out the course schedule for easy reference as you complete each task.
· You are expected to plan your study time around the course schedule and assignments due dates.
· Check your email account regularly for updated information. Use email for private messages to the instructor and other students. The discussion forum is for public messages.
· If you have questions or confusion about an assignment, take action promptly. Email or a private message on Slack is the fastest way to reach your instructor. Check the Questions Café in Slack to see if your concern has been addressed already, and post your question there if you do not see an answer. 

Online Learning

This is a fully online course. Students should log into their online course several times throughout the week to participate in online discussions and other activities. It is recommended that students complete the various readings and assignments in the order in which they are presented within each module, but the format does allow some flexibility for students to modify their approach or work ahead. 

Students will access all course materials via the Blackboard Ultra site, which includes minimum system requirements and tutorials designed to assist students throughout their online course experience. Students who enroll in fully online courses are responsible for meeting the technical requirements necessary for this method of instruction and learning.

Communication and Netiquette Expectations

Keep the following guidelines in mind as you voice your opinion and personal thoughts:
· Identify yourself by your real name. Be mindful of our personal safety, and avoid including personal information, such as phone numbers or addresses, in discussion forums. Never use private information about other individuals and be sensitive to the information you share about yourself.
· Write in the first person (this is your opinion).
· Use humor, joking, or sarcasm with caution. We often rely on non-verbal cues such as facial expressions to communicate joking or sarcasm, but these cues are not always clear in an online environment. 
· What you write is public. Respect your audience and be mindful of proper netiquette. Netiquette, also known as ‘net etiquette,’ includes using language free of profanity, proper tone and mechanics (including full sentences), as well as courtesy and respect for others’ opinions. The instructor may interpret breaches of netiquette as “disruptive behavior.”
· Be professional, clear, and respectful. Clear and effective writing translates to clear and effective communication. Use proper grammar, spelling, and formatting-checking all communications before sending. Check messages and respond in a prompt manner. 
· Read and formulate communications carefully. Take the time to think about the information contained in all of your online communications. Research your facts and provide citations for information stated in your communications. 
· Be aware of your tone and avoid emotional and/or “all capital letter” statements. This implies online “screaming” or “shouting.”
· Be tolerant and cooperative. Keep in mind that every student is participating to learn and anyone can make a simple mistake in research, knowledge, or communication. Address the idea/concept, not the person, and keep an open mind. 
· Remember this course is online. Your instructor and fellow students may be located around the world. You may not always receive an immediate response. Make sure you plan on this and don’t put things off until the last moment.
· Use proper headings and subject lines. Emails and discussion forum topics should have subject line that reflect the content of your message. “My Week 1 Reflections” is better than “submission” and “Week 3 Reading is Missing” is better than “Help!”
· Provide enough detail in your messages. When asking for help, either from your instructor or from technical support, be sure to provide as much information as possible in order to help resolve the issue. Make sure to include the course name and activity name, what you were attempting to do, the full text of error messages and your browser/version information (if a technical issue), a screenshot displaying the problem, and any other relevant information. 

Course Requirements/Assignments  

1.   Profile Picture (10 points)
Edit your profile and upload a picture (preferably a picture of you) by the deadline (August 26, 11:59 P.M.; all deadlines on this syllabus are Pacific Standard Time), so that your peers can establish a connection. Please find a tutorial video of how to upload your profile picture on Blackboard here.

2.  “Slack” Participation (20 points)
Slack is a communication platform used for chat rooms, organized by topic, private groups, and direct messaging. The reason why we will use Slack is because it facilitates communication in a more casual and efficient way. You will receive an invitation to join your private group in Slack, and then you can download the app to your mobile device. On Slack, you will chat with your group members about the “Discussion Questions” prior to submitting your responses to Blackboard’s Discussion Board, about other assignments, etc. This is not an optional activity; it will count towards your participation. Although the contents of the discussions will not be graded, you are expected to participate (i.e., one post and one reply at minimum) at least once per week. 

Deadline for signing up for your group in Slack is August 26, 11:59 P.M. During Week 1, your very first post is due August 27, 11:59 P.M., and your very first reply to at least one peer is due August 28, 11:59 P.M. After Week 1, you are required to post at least one post and one reply each week until November 25. After November 25, it is optional; you are welcome to continue using Slack to communicate with your peers.
 
3. Syllabus Quiz (20 points)
[bookmark: _30j0zll]You must take a syllabus quiz on Blackboard by the deadline (August 29, 11:59 P.M.) Please read this syllabus thoroughly and carefully. You will need to pass this quiz with 100% in order to receive full points for this assignment. You can retake this quiz as many times as you want until you score 100%.

4. Meet Your Peers Ice Breaker Activity (30 points)
You will create a short YouTube video presentation to introduce yourself. This activity has two goals: 1) to become acquainted with your peers, and 2) to learn to create and to upload a YouTube video presentation. This activity is designed to help students connect with each other so that it lays the ground for future interactions and collaborative learning experiences. In addition, this activity will give you the opportunity to learn the steps to create and to upload a YouTube video presentation before you work on your Film Analysis Project in Module 5 (Weeks 12-14). By then, you will need to be fully familiar with this process. Furthermore, you will learn how long it takes to upload a video on YouTube, which will help you estimate the time required prior to submitting your project. In the past, some students underestimated the time it took to upload their videos and could not submit their projects before the deadline.  

For more details, please make sure to read instructions on this activity in Module 1 on Blackboard. Your initial post on Discussion Board (a web link to your YouTube self-introduction video) is worth 20 points (due September 3, 11:59 P.M.) You will need to respond to two or more of your peers’ posts (due September 5, 11:59 P.M.) Your response should be a minimum of 3 sentences each. You will receive 10 points for two peer responses (5 points/each).

Please Note: When you upload your video on YouTube, please make sure to choose “Unlisted” in the “Visibility” setting. "Unlisted" means that only people who know the link to the video can view it. An unlisted video will not appear in any of YouTube's public spaces (such as search results, your channel, or the Browse page).

5. Quiz on Tips on “How to Write Your Answers to Discussion Questions” (30 points)
The purpose of this assignment is to understand the expectations for answering the Discussion Questions. First, read the Discussion Questions about the film “Spirited Away” on Blackboard. While watching the film take notes and try to find answers for these questions. After finishing the movie, open the PowerPoint file on tips on “How to Write Your Answers to Discussion Questions.” Then, read the rubric and understand the expectation for each question, and consider the tips. Then take the quiz about this PowerPoint. You may retake the quiz as many times as needed to get full points, as long as it is before the deadline. 

The deadlines for these activities are: Read discussion questions and watch the “Spirited Away” film are due September 9, 11:59 P.M.; reading through PowerPoint recommended deadline is September 10, 11:59 P.M.; deadline for quiz is September 12, 11:59 P.M.
 
6. Reading Assignments (No points assigned, but they are required in order to participate in discussions, to work on the Film Reflection Journals, Mini Projects, etc.)
You are required to complete the mandatory course readings in English prior to class discussions and activities. Reading materials consist of 1) online articles, websites that contain information on related topics, and other materials which are all posted on Blackboard, and 2) chapters from The Japanese Mind. You will need to complete all reading assignments before answering discussion questions for each film. You can find the web links of all assigned online articles and assigned chapters from The Japanese Mind in each module on Blackboard.

7. Participating in Class Discussions and Peer Feedback (A total of 130 points)…………..……………....LO 1-5
[bookmark: _1fob9te]After watching the assigned film and completing all reading assignments for the film, you will need to answer each of the discussion questions on the Discussion Board. You must write at least 5 sentences for EACH of the discussion questions. You will not see your peers’ answers for the questions until you post your answers. Once you post all your answers, reply to at least two peers’ answers for the discussion questions. Your response should be a minimum of 4 sentences in length. Please find deadlines of your post and responses in the course schedule or on Blackboard. Please refer to the Online Discussion Rubric on Discussion Board for guidelines (on Blackboard). Make sure to use the Discussion Questions Checklist before posting your answers and responses.

8. Film Reflection Journals (60 points x 3 = 180 points) …………..……………………………………….. LO 1-4
You will complete 3 film reflection journal entries throughout this course based on the assigned reading and class discussions about the films. You may use the information you learned about each film in this course, but you are also expected to write about your own conclusions and ideas. In your film reflection journals, you are allowed to include once again ideas you posted for the class discussions, as well as any of your peers’ ideas you learned there. You will not see your peers’ film reflection journals until you post yours.

Your film reflection journal should include: 
1) A central theme or dominating idea in the movie that is particular to Japanese culture/key concept(s)..15 points 
2) What new things you learned related to Japanese culture, customs, and traditions………………...…...15 points
3) Description of one or more examples of an international business setting and/or intercultural context
- description of the individuals (nationality, role or position, etc.) ……………………………….........2.5 points
- description of the relationship between them (friends, coworkers, colleagues, clients, etc.) …...........2.5 points
- description of the interaction or the dialogue..………………………………………………………...2.5 points
- description of the location where this interaction or the dialogue takes place (Japan, United States, public
space, conference room, home, client’s company, etc.) ……………………………...……...…….... 2.5 points
and description of how you can apply this new knowledge in a practical way………………………….10 points
4) description of one or more mistakes you may make without this new knowledge when you are in the intercultural setting/context you described earlier....…………………………………………………....10 points
TOTAL 60 points

Each journal entry should be a minimum of 500 words in length and include at least one quote (no more than 3 sentences) from the selected reading assignments. You need to write one to two paragraphs to answer each of the four questions above. Please find deadlines of the film reflection journals in the course schedule or on Blackboard.

[bookmark: _3znysh7]     Please Note: Late film reflection journal entries are accepted, but late submissions will be deducted 10% for each day after the due date. Film reflection journals are the only assignments that do not require responses from your peers, therefore they are only assignments that can be accepted after the due dates.
[bookmark: _qrhhqtym33zn]
[bookmark: _li8641dsu1b8]9. Mini Project 1: Infographic Poster (50 points) ……………………………………………….……...LO 4, LO 5
[bookmark: _tyjcwt]   You are going to create a colorful infographic poster. Detailed instructions of this Mini Project and a You are going to create a colorful infographic poster. Detailed instructions of this Mini Project and a sample infographic poster can be seen in Module 2 on Blackboard. After posting your Mini Project 1 on Discussion Board (due October 1, 11:59 P.M.), reply to at least two peers (due October 3, 11:59 P.M.) Each of your responses should be a minimum of 4 sentences in length. Please refer to the Online Discussion Rubric for guidelines. You will receive 40 points for your Mini Project 1 and 5 points for each of your peer responses. 

[bookmark: _3dy6vkm]10. Mini Project 2: Company Newsletter (70 points) ………………………………………………... LO 4, LO 5
   You are going to create a colorful company newsletter. Detailed instructions of this Mini project and a sample newsletter can be seen in Module 4 on Blackboard. After posting your Mini Project 2 on Discussion Board (due November 5, 11:59 P.M.), reply to at least two peers (due November 7, 11:59 P.M.) Each of your responses should be a minimum of 4 sentences in length. Please refer to the Online Discussion Rubric for guidelines. You will receive 60 points for your Mini Project 2 and 5 points for each of your peer responses.
  
11. Film Analysis Project: Part 1 (300 points) and Part 2 (160 points) .…………………...…………...... LO 1-5
    You are going to choose one Japanese film from a list of Japanese films specified in the instructions of the Film Analysis Project (in Module 5) and make a video presentation using PowerPoint, VoiceThread, Prezi., etc. as if you were presenting in class. Your video presentation should be a minimum of 5 minutes but no more than 10 minutes in length and uploaded to YouTube.

  PART 1:
1) Discussion questions (40 points) due November 14, 11:59 P.M.
After you choose and watch a Japanese film, you will need to create 4-5 discussion questions and get them approved by the instructor. Once your discussion questions are approved by the instructor, you will need to post them together with your YouTube video presentation link on your group’s Discussion Board.

2) Answers to your discussion questions (60 points) due November 21, 11:59 P.M.
After your discussion questions are approved by the instructor, you will need to submit your answers to your discussion questions. You must write at least 5 sentences to answer EACH of your discussion questions.

3) Posting your approved discussion questions and a web link of your YouTube video presentation (200 points) due November  25, 11:59 P.M.
You will create a YouTube video presentation, similar to the PowerPoint lectures about the three films you watched (“Shall We Dance?” etc.), to introduce background information of the film (director, historical/cultural background, reviews, etc.) and at least two key concepts in Japanese culture present in the film. 
  
PART 2:
4) [bookmark: _1t3h5sf][OTHER GROUP MEMBER’S PROJECT] Answers to your peer’s discussion questions (50 points) due December 3, 11:59 P.M.
You will first pick one of your group members’ Film Analysis Projects, which has not been chosen by anybody else. Then you will learn background information of the film from the group member’s YouTube video presentation. Next, you will watch the whole film and answer all of the discussion questions about the film. You must write at least 5 sentences for EACH of the discussion questions.

Please Note: Before posting your answers to your peer’s discussion questions, please post a brief reply and let other group members know that you will be answering the discussion questions of the film. This will prevent two or more peers from answering the discussion questions of the same film at the same time.

5) [bookmark: _4d34og8][YOUR PROJECT] Response to your peer’s answers about your Film Analysis Project (30 points) due December 5, 11:59 P.M.
After one of your group members posts his/her answers to your discussion questions, respond to your peer who answered your discussion questions, and discuss and share your ideas about all of your discussion questions. Your response to each question must be a minimum of 3 sentences in length.

6) [OTHER GROUP MEMBER’S PROJECT & YOUR PROJECT {SAME PROCESS AS 4) AND 5)}] 
Answers to your 2nd peer’s discussion questions (50 points) due on December 10, 11:59 P.M. 
Response to 2nd peer about your Film Analysis Project (30 points) due on December 12, 11:59 P.M. 
Choose another one of your group members’ Film Analysis Projects that has not been chosen as his/her second choice by anybody else yet, and learn background information on the film from your peer’s YouTube video presentation as you did in 4). You will answer your second group member’s post, and you will respond to the second group member who answered your discussion questions, as you did in 5).
                                                                                                                                                                        
12. Extra Credit Opportunities
 You can earn up to 100 extra credit points towards this course by completing the following extra credit assignments. Among the following extra credit assignments, 1) and 2) are due Saturday, December 12, 11:59 P.M. Please submit your assignment(s) to the instructor via email (mamaya@csusb.edu).

1) You can earn 50 extra credit points by writing a summary of the following book chapter. The summary must condense the main points of the chapter in your own words. The summary must be typed, single-spaced, on 12 size font, two pages, on 1 in margins in PDF format. No less than 1,000 words. Extended quotations beyond a few sentences or plagiarism, and/or any submission not following the required format will not be accepted.
Martinez, D. P., 'Seven Samurai and Six Women: Kurosawa Akira's Seven Samurai (1954),' in Phillips, A. and Stringer, J. (ed.), "Japanese Cinema: texts and contexts" (Routledge, London and New York, 2007), pp. 112-123 

2) You can earn 50 extra credit points by writing a summary of the "Outline of Japanese film history." The summary must condense the highlights of the Japanese film history in your own words. The summary must be typed, single-spaced, on 12 size font, two pages, on 1 in margins on PDF format. No less than 1,000 words. Extended quotations beyond a few sentences or plagiarism, and/or any submission not following the required format will not be accepted. 
Phillips, A. & Stringer, J., 'Introduction', in Phillips, A. and Stringer, J. (ed.), "Japanese Cinema: texts and contexts" (Routledge, London and New York, 2007), pp.3-10
   
    3) Course survey (30 extra credit points): details will be announced on Module 6. 

Grading Scale 

A   =  93%+		A-   =  90%+	
B+  =  86%+		B    =  83%+		B-   =  80%+
C+  =  76%+ 	C    =  73%+		C-   =  70%+
D+  =  69%+		D    =  63%+		D-   =  60%-		F    =  59%

Grading Policy

The instructor will grade assignments weekly. Students are responsible for reviewing their course grades, via Blackboard, several times throughout the semester and immediately notify the instructor of any concerns. 




Points and Evaluation

There will be a total of 1,000 points possible in this course.

· MODULE 1: GETTING TO KNOW THIS COURSE AND YOUR PEERS
PROFILE PICTURE								       			10 points
SLACK PARTICIPATION                                                                                                                                  20 points
SYLLABUS QUIZ									       		20 points
MEET YOUR PEERS ICE BREAKER ACTIVITY					       		30 points
“HOW TO WRITE YOUR ANSWERS TO DISCUSSION QUESTIONS” QUIZ			30 points
· MODULE 2: “SHALL WE DANCE?”
PARTICIPATING IN CLASS DISCUSSION AND REPLYING AT LEAST 2 PEERS		      	40 points
	  FILM REFLECTION JOURNAL							       		60 points
         MINI PROJECT 1: INFOGRAPHIC POSTER AND REPLYING 1 PEER			      	50 points
· MODULE 3: “SEVEN SAMURAI”
PARTICIPATING IN CLASS DISCUSSION AND REPLYING AT LEAST 2 PEERS		      	40 points
FILM REFLECTION JOURNAL							       		60 points
· MODULE 4: “KAMIKAZE GIRLS”
PARTICIPATING IN CLASS DISCUSSION AND REPLYING AT LEAST 2 PEERS		       	50 points
FILM REFLECTION JOURNAL							       		60 points
         MINI PROJECT 2: COMPANY NEWSLETTER AND REPLYING 1 PEER				70 points
· MODULE 5: FILM ANALYSIS PROJECT PART 1 	    	                                                                     
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS								       		40 points
ANSWERS TO YOUR DISCUSSION QUESTIONS					       		60 points
YOUTUBE VIDEO PRESENTATION						       		200 points
· MODULE 6: FILM ANALYSIS PROJECT PART 2
[OTHER GROUP MEMBER’S PROJECT] ANSWERS TO YOUR 1st PEER’S DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  
[bookmark: _3g5kgfsm1m2w]                                                                                                                                                                                 	50 points
[YOUR PROJECT] RESPONSE TO YOUR 1st PEER’S ANSWERS ABOUT YOUR PROJECT        	30 points
[bookmark: _2s8eyo1][OTHER GROUP MEMBER’S PROJECT] ANSWERS TO YOUR 2nd PEER’S DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  
[bookmark: _ia3ad12ftmj0]                                                                                                                                                                                 50 points
[YOUR PROJECT] RESPONSE TO YOUR 2nd PEER’S ANSWERS ABOUT YOUR PROJECT         	30 points

Support for Students with Disabilities

If you require assistance in the event of an emergency, you are advised to establish a buddy system with a buddy and an alternate buddy in the class. Individuals with disabilities should prepare for an emergency ahead of time by instructing a classmate and the instructor.

   Main Campus:
If you are in need of an accommodation for a disability in order to participate in this course, please immediately contact both the instructor and Services to Students with Disabilities at (909) 537-5238.

Palm Desert Campus:
If you are in need of an accommodation for a disability in order to participate in this course, please immediately contact both the instructor and Services to Students with Disabilities at the Palm Desert Campus in RG-209, 760-341-2883, or at the San Bernardino Campus in UH-183, 909-537-5238, ssd@csusb.edu. 

Incompletes

Incompletes must be approved by the instructor and will only be granted in the case of documented emergencies (for example, you must bring a doctor’s note stating that you are unable to complete the work in the time allotted). 
Academic Honesty

Students are expected to be familiar with the University’s Policy on plagiarism and cheating. Please review this at CSUSB Bulletin, under Academic Regulations and Standards. Instances of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. Cheating or plagiarism (presenting the work of another as your own, or the use of another person’s ideas without giving proper credit) will result in a failing grade and sanctions by the University. For this course, all assignments are to be completed by the individual student unless otherwise specified.

Disclaimer

All information in this syllabus is subject to change if the instructor finds it necessary. Any change will be announced on the Blackboard Announcements. 
1

