Lady (In)Justice
Mini-lesson and Group Activity

Slide 1: (Show pic of Lady Justice to the students) By a show of hands, how many of you are familiar with Lady Justice? Those of you who are familiar, have you ever looked at her and wondered what each symbol represents? Or even, questioned if she is an accurate representation of the criminal justice system? 
This mini-lesson and group activity will introduce you to Lady Justice, discuss the historical modifications, review the symbols of the modern-day Lady Justice, encourage everyone to critically analyze if she accurately represents the criminal justice system in the US, and will give you and your group an opportunity to evaluate if her symbols accurately represent our criminal justice system.  
Slide 2: To understand the modern-day version of Lady Justice, it is important to know where she came from and its relevance in her current form. 
Slide 3:  The Goddess of Justice, divine order and customs, Themis, originated in ancient Greece. Some refer to her as the “Mother of Justice,” or “the Lady of Good Counsel (Themis - Wikipedia).” You can see here Themis has similar symbols to the modern version of Lady Justice, and some notable differences. *Have the class name the symbols of Themis before moving to the next slide.
Slide 4: Ma’at (pronounced May-et), Goddess of truth, justice, harmony, and balance was an Egyptian goddess. Her name means, “that which is straight” implying order, justice, and harmony (Ma'at - World History Encyclopedia). Again, very similar in description to Themis, but Ma’at looked different from Themis in what ways? And in what ways is she like or different from Lady Justice?
Slide 5: Here we see a picture of the modern-day version of Lady Justice. This version is the most recognized version of Lady Justice. She can be found adorning court houses, government buildings, and law schools. What symbols do we find on Lady Justice that are similar and different from Themis and Ma’at? 
Slide 6: In ancient times the sword represented authority, and it is the authority that makes the laws and carries out the punishment. Much like Beccaria’s deterrence theory the sword is a fair representation that punishment should be swift, certain, and severe.  
Slide 7: Since the 16th century, Lady Justice is seen wearing a blindfold. What do you think the blindfold represents as it relates to the criminal justice system? In its original form it was intended to show justice is blind, impartial without having bias towards wealth, power, or other status. What do you think? Should Lady Justice be blindfolded or not?
Slide 8: The personification of justice balancing the scales dates to the time of Ma’at. The scales are held in one hand appearing balanced, but as evidence is presented the scales shift in favor of innocence or guilt. As a group, you may want to think about the scales in terms of factors or characteristics that may influence how justice is balanced or unbalanced in terms of innocence or guilt. Or, in terms of factors that render a disproportionate distribution of justice.
Slide 9: It has been said that a toga represents the mantle of responsibility and a high-level of philosophy to those who practice law and justice (Lady Justice – Symbolism and Meaning - Symbol Sage). When you look at Lady Justice wearing a toga, what do you see? How does it look to you? Is her well-kempt look an accurate portrayal of the justice system?
Slide 10: In the picture you can see that Lady Justice is standing on a snake. The snake is commonly associated with evil (https://symbolsage.com/lady-justice-meaning/). So, thinking about her crushing evil, is there another use for the snake in relation to our criminal justice system? Or even its placement?
Slide 11: As shown, Lady Justice is standing on a book. The book symbolizes knowledge. Why do you think she is standing on the book? What do you think are the book’s content? Would you keep the book a part of the statute? Would you move the book to a different location? Or remove it from the statute altogether?
Slide 12: Using your perceptions about the criminal justice system, what you learned in this mini-lesson, and what you have learned in this class or other courses you will now have the opportunity to create your own Lady Justice. I will break you into groups, and as a group, decide together how you would modify Lady Justice. I want you to critically analyze the criminal justice system when deciding what modifications, if any, you will make. Will you keep her current symbols? Will you replace some or all? Will you add new features? Will you decide they need to be placed in a different position?  There is no right or wrong answer, just be creative and design what you believe is an accurate representation of our criminal justice system in the US.
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