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Case Study A: Inclusive Preschool Class


Overview:

You are the teacher for an inclusive preschool class, serving children ages 3-5.  You have a morning class of 12 students (7 with IEPs and 5 without) and an afternoon class of 10 students (5 with IEPs and 5 without).  Your classes include learners with the following disabilities: autism, cerebral palsy, developmental delay, Down syndrome, emotional/behavior disorder, and traumatic brain injury.  Students come from a wide range of cultural backgrounds, including several dual language learners.  Your curriculum focuses on social-emotional learning and provides a basic grounding in early literacy and math skills.  However, connections with science and social studies must be provided by you.  Similarly, you must implement more intensive interventions in academic and social skills as needed.  Students with and without IEPs are also supported in life skills (e.g., dressing, feeding, hand-washing and hygiene, toileting, etc.).  Students attend 4 days a week and you have Fridays for planning and professional development. 

Staff:

Classroom staff includes a class paraprofessional, an one-on-one aide for a child with emotional needs (morning), and an one-to-one aide for a child with traumatic brain injury (afternoon).  The speech language pathologist pushes in to work with learners in both classes for 30 minutes twice a week.  An occupational therapist and a physical therapist works with children who receive OT and PT twice a month.  A behavioral specialist checks in periodically and offers consultations as needed.  An interpreter is available for IEP meetings.    

Resources:

Your classroom materials include a wide variety of materials appropriate for these early childhood centers: Dramatic Play, Blocks, Music, Fine Motor, Sand/Water, Library, Writing, and Math/Science.  You also have a designated Calm-Down Corner and access to an Outdoor Play area.  Technology includes a Smartboard connected to a teacher computer, one student computer with headphones, and AAC and other assistive technology for individual students who require it. 

Learner Profiles:

The following includes profiles for four learners across your morning and afternoon classes.  When selecting an intervention to present for a mini-workshop, you can either consider the strengths and needs of specific learner or the class as whole.  

Morning:

Maria:  Maria is a dual language learner whose home language is Spanish.  She uses gestures, vocalizations, and some speech to communicate.  Maria has a diagnosis of Down syndrome.  She likes to play with peers, especially in the Dramatic Play center, and enjoys participating in story time.  Maria also loves music and dancing.  She has a short attention span and has difficulty sharing materials.  She can recognize her name and sing the ABC song.  Maria can count to 5 and identify basic shapes.  She is working on independent hand-washing and dressing.    

Tommy: Tommy uses speech to communicate and has emotional/behavioral needs.  He enjoys playing with Blocks and being on the student computer.  He is very interested in animals.  Tommy can be both verbally and physically aggressive towards staff and peers when asked to do a non-preferred task or transition to a non-preferred activity.  He is working on participating in snack appropriately.  Tommy can read and write his name, identify some letter sounds, and participate in a shared reading activity.  He can count to 10 and identify both 2D and 3D shapes.    

Afternoon:

J’vonte:  J’vonte uses a AAC system (his “talker”), gestures, and a few signs to communicate.  His current classification is developmental delay, but his parent is having him evaluated for autism.  He enjoys playing outside (especially with balls and the tricycle) and is interested in construction machines.  J’vonte is shy and interacts more with adults than with peers.  He is working on playing and communicating with peers.  J’vonte can recognize his name, shapes, colors, and the numbers 1-10.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Elizabeth: Elizabeth uses a walker to move around and speech to communicate.  She has a diagnosis of traumatic brain injury.  She is very talkative and enjoys playing with fine motor materials.  She has a tendency to report on what her peers are doing.  Elizabeth can read short sentences and do basic addition.  She is working on trying new foods and navigating the school with her walker.  
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