    California State University, San Bernardino
Department of Political Science

PSCI 2030 (62): U.S. Government
Spring 2023

Your Instructor:
Dr. Thora Giallouri

Office Hours: 
Monday/Wednesday, 11am-12pm (in office), Thursday 10-11am (on Zoom) https://csusb.zoom.us/j/84425218710
· And by appointment outside those days/times – please email to schedule.

Contact info: tgiallouri@csusb.edu (When you email me, please only use your CSUSB account.)
· Office tel. number: 909-537-5491
· Office location: SB 123                                                                      

Class format, meeting times, and location:
The class format is FULLY ASYNCHRONOUS. There is no meeting time or location. Students complete the course on their own, at the pace designated by the instructor.
However, I will be on Zoom every Thursday, 10-11 a.m. to answer any and all questions and chat about any course-related issues you may have. Just click the link above to join.
Course Description:
This course is a survey in American Politics and Government, which means it covers a great variety of important knowledge at a quick pace. Topics are divided into three broad categories and change weekly. First, we will examine the foundations of the American political system, the Constitution, and what it means to be a federalist system. Second, we will consider American political institutions – Congress, the presidency, the bureaucracy, the judiciary – how these institutions function and engage in policy-making. Third, we will study American political behavior and the interaction of behavior with political institutions on issues including voting, political parties, interest groups, the media, public opinion and political ideology, all the time looking at specific policy examples. 
My academic goal for students taking this course? It is my aspiration that, in an era when opinions pose as facts, you will be instead empowered to think critically about politics, assess factual information, and consider political phenomena based on scientific grounds. This course is an imperative foundation for any further study in American politics. My civic goal for students taking this course? To come to grips with the centrality of politics in our daily lives, to realize the power and control that politics exerts over every aspect of life and, most importantly, how we can share in that power and change our communities for the better.
Primary Learning Objectives:
1. Outline the principles that shaped the U.S. political system.
2. Explain the intricate design and functions of the main institutions in U.S. governance.
3. Describe what each branch does and how they interact.
4. Demonstrate the applicability of institutional political design on everyday life.
5. Examine how Americans behave politically and how other factors shape political behavior.
6. Appraise the factors that promote or inhibit Americans’ access to political participation.

General Political Science Learning Goals 
The above course learning objectives satisfy the Department of Political Science learning objectives in the following ways:

Goal 1: Students will be able to evaluate the institutions of politics. 
Goal 2: Students will be able to evaluate the theories of politics. 
Goal 3: Students will be able to evaluate the policies of politics.  
Goal 4: Students will have experience as active participants in politics and/or academic organizations within the discipline of political science. 
Goal 5: Students will obtain effective written communication skills. 
Required Readings:
Ginsberg et al., We The People, 14th Essentials Edition, Norton Publishing, 2022. 
Additional material provided by the instructor on Canvas.

*If you opt out of Inclusive Access, please do not purchase/rent previous editions or versions.

This class participates in the Inclusive Access Program:
Inclusive Access provides PSCI 2030 (SECTION 62) Digital Course Materials for the lowest price available. You have access to your digital course materials on the first day of class and have the option to OPT OUT until 12 NOON (PST) ON FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2023. If you do not OPT OUT, you will retain digital access to the course materials for the SPRING 2023 SEMESTER and your student account will be charged $41.90 within two weeks after the census date of February 17, 2023.
It is the responsibility of the student to OPT OUT by no later than 12 NOON (PST) ON FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2023 if they choose not to use the digital course materials.

OPT OUT INSTRUCTIONS: To opt out, students must first activate their account by using the appropriate link below and logging in using their ‘named’ email (and NOT their ‘Coyote ID # email).
Main Campus Course Opt Out Portal: https://accessportal.follett.com/1100
If students are unsure of their ‘named’ email address (for logging into the 'Opt Out Portal'), they should head to: myCoyote > My Personal Information > Email Addresses.

*OPT OUT DEADLINE: 12 NOON (PST) ON FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2023. THERE WILL BE NO REFUNDS AFTER THAT DATE.
If you opt out and procure your own textbook, do not rent/purchase previous editions, there is new material or material missing and different pagination between editions.
Description and assessment of assignments
The exercises and assignments are intended to highlight diverse student skills as well as provide a range of opportunities for assessment. Your course grade will be based upon your performance in the following assignments:

1) End-of-Module Quizzes (13 x 3 points = 39 points): After every learning module ends, there is a short quiz containing multiple-choice or fill-in-the blanks questions. The quizzes are non-cumulative.
2) Activities (13 x 1 point + 1 x 2 points = 15 points): each learning module contains one (and some 2) activities that allow you to practice and apply the material taught. The activities are graded based on correctly and timely completing the activity, not the content of opinions, analysis, etc. expressed in those. Most activities are worth 1 course point, but some are worth 2 giving you the option to accumulate extra credit points added to the final course grade.
3) Discussion Board Posts (13 x 2 points = 26 points): Each learning module contains a Discussion Board Post featuring a prompt, which students will need to connect to terms/issues/concepts/problems covered in that module (unless otherwise instructed). 
4) Political Knowledge Survey Project (5+5+10 points = 20 points): This is a semester-long group project which is divided in 3 components a) survey creation, b) administering the survey, c) result analysis and reflection. Students in groups of approx. 10 members will create a survey that measures political knowledge, administer the survey, and then analyze the results. The groups are randomly created by the instructor. Detailed instructions will be available on Canvas.

All assignments are graded in 0.5-point (or less) increments.
There will be no curve and the grading scale for the course is:
A 94-100, A- 90-93, B+ 87-89, B 83-86, B- 80-82, C+ 77-79, C 73-76, C- 70-72, D+ 67-69, D 63-66, D- 60-62, F 59-0.

The following represents a general grading rubric, which sets forth the basic expectations for different letter grades:

	Grade
	General Expectations

	A
	In addressing the assignment, the student demonstrates mastery of the material and ability to apply concepts accurately and with sophistication, provides compelling examples in support of arguments, articulates the best counter-arguments and persuasive reasons why these arguments are not compelling, and recognizes the theoretical and data limitations of the underlying arguments and (where appropriate) how these limitations could be addressed in future work.

	B
	In addressing the assignment, the student demonstrates a thorough understanding of the material and ability to apply concepts accurately, provides concrete examples in support of arguments, articulates plausible counter-arguments, and recognizes the theoretical and data limitations of the underlying arguments.

	C
	In addressing the assignment, the student demonstrates a basic understanding of the material, offers examples in support of arguments, considers relevant counter-arguments, and avoids making unsupported claims.

	D
	The student fails to demonstrate a basic understanding of the materials, makes unsupported claims, ignores relevant counter-arguments and/or fails to address the assignment.


Grade Breakdown:
Quizzes: 39% of total grade
Activities: 15% of total grade minimum (more Extra Credit points available)
Discussion Board Posts: 26% of total grade
Political Knowledge Survey Project: 20% of total grade
Assignment Submission Policy
Each assignment must be uploaded to the respective link on Canvas. Grades and feedback on each assignment will be available to you within 7-14 days from the due date of the assignment. Late submissions will be marked down as described in the course policies below. 

Deadlines and Important Dates:   
Quizzes: At end of each module, usually Sundays, 11:59 p.m.
Activities: Throughout the semester, usually by Sundays, 11:59 p.m.
Discussion Board Posts: Throughout the semester, usually by Sundays, 11:59 p.m.
Political Knowledge Survey Project: 
Part 1 - Survey Questions due April 16th, 11:59 p.m.
Part 2 - Survey Responses due April 30th, 11:59 p.m.
Part 3 – Survey Analysis and Reflection due May 15th, 11:59 p.m.

Course Policies and Resources

Commitment:
CSUSB is committed to the goal of Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Accessibility and I am incredibly proud to actively partake myself in these goals as a member of this academic community, as a political scientist, and as a member of our human community. My class is open to all students regardless of race, ethnicity, gender, gender identity, political stance, religion, ability, or immigration status. The subject matter of the class discusses difficult, complex issues that affect us all in every aspect of our lives. Such is the nature of politics, and this is why we study it. I invite all to participate with empathy, respect, and openness towards each other, and I guarantee you will always be treated with nothing but by me. Argue on the basis of scholarly sources and observation, and not out of emotion. 
Additionally, at CSUSB, we recognize that the institution sits on the territory and ancestral land of the San Manuel Band of Mission Indians (Yuhaaviatam). We recognize that every member of the California State University, San Bernardino community has benefitted and continues to benefit from the use and occupation of this land since the institution’s founding in 1965.
As a political scientist who regularly teaches topics on American Indian federal law and policies, I believe that we have a responsibility to acknowledge and make visible the university’s relationship to Native peoples. By offering this Land Acknowledgement, we all affirm Indigenous sovereignty and will work to hold California State University, San Bernardino more accountable to the needs of American Indian and Indigenous peoples.

Class Structure: 
This is a fully asynchronous course. It consists of guided learning modules on Canvas. Students need to complete each module by its deadline, but when during that period of time is up to the student. It is, however, imperative to complete the modules on time and progress along with the class and group projects. Each module contains videos of recorded lectures, the necessary reading material, activities, opinion polls, and discussion opportunities with your classmates. I will dedicate time to discuss issues and concepts in the videos, but it is the student’s responsibility to keep up and chat with me if any issues or questions arise. While you watch or read, make sure to take notes of any questions arising to ask during the weekly Zoom hour or during in-person office hours. All the material posted on Canvas is mandatory reading – I would not include it if it were not.

Attendance and Administrative Drops:
You are expected to work on this class every week and dedicate approx. 3-4 hours to reading, watching, writing, researching, and thinking! If you find yourself unable to do so, you may be overextended. Please talk to me to see if we can find a solution. 
The university allows instructors to automatically drop students who do not complete assignments on time or at all during the first 4 weeks of class, and I reserve the right to do so. Please find the University policy here: https://www.csusb.edu/registrar/registration/administrative-drop-policy


E-mail and Office Hours: 
I will make every reasonable effort to help you understand the material better outside of class. The best way to reach me is almost always through e-mail (address noted above). I will make every effort to reply to class-related e-mails within 24 hours (usually much earlier), except on weekends and holidays. Don’t wait until right before a deadline to contact me because this is busiest time for me. I am also available during scheduled office hours, or by appointment when necessary. I love when students come by and chat about anything really – it’s one of the most significant things you can do to improve your college experience and learning!

Grade-Related Communication –24-hour Cooling-off Period: 
I am always happy to review your assignments with you in order to help you improve in the future. However, if you are unhappy or dissatisfied with your grade, I require you to wait for at least 24 hours before e-mailing or talking to me in person. The reason for this delay is to allow you time to re-read the assignment, read and understand my comments, and otherwise consider your performance in a deliberate, thoughtful way. After 24 hours have gone by, if you have questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact me. You will need to submit an appeal in writing that includes the specific reason you think my judgment was incorrect and cite any sources that support your appeal. There is no guarantee that your grade will be raised! 
If I simply added up your exam points incorrectly (it happens!), please bring that to my attention immediately.

Problems and Feedback: 
Please contact me as soon as possible if you are having problems understanding, keeping up, or if there is any reason you cannot be effectively engaged in the course. I cannot guarantee I will be able to provide any accommodations for these issues at the last minute, but if you talk to me in advance, we can always work something out. Additionally, you have the opportunity to give me feedback regarding the course at any point in the semester, either via e-mail or during office hours.

Exceptions, Make-ups, and Late Assignments: 
All deadlines are firm! It is your responsibility to arrange your schedule around your academic responsibilities. In general, exceptions will only be made in case of emergency (such as illness or injury), for which satisfactory documentation must be provided. If you have a legitimate excuse for missing an assignment, I will arrange for an extension AS LONG AS you communicate with me beforehand.

Grade Reduction for Late Assignments:
All assignments that are late are automatically eligible for only HALF the points of the assignment if submitted late. 
The group project components are penalized 0.5 for every day they are late. Keep in mind that every member of the group must submit each component even if it is the same across the group because there will be peer-evaluation included, which only you can compose.

Academic Honesty
Please refer to the course bulletin’s Academic Regulations and Standards for the University’s policy regarding cheating and plagiarism. These activities will not be tolerated in this class. Become familiar with the policy and what constitutes plagiarism. Any cheating or plagiarism will result in failing the pertinent assignment or the class and a disciplinary review by the University. These actions may lead to probation, suspension, or expulsion. 
Examples of Plagiarism include but are not limited to: 
· Using sources verbatim or paraphrasing without giving proper attribution (this can include phrases, sentences, paragraphs and/or pages of work) 
· Copying and pasting work from an online or offline source directly and calling it your own.
· Using information you find from an online or offline source without giving the author credit.
· Replacing words or phrases from another source and inserting your own words or phrases. 
· Submitting a piece of work you completed for one class for another class.
· Purchasing and using former students’ assignments.
Turnitin
Students agree that by taking this course all required papers will be subject to submission for textual similarity review to Turnitin.com for the detection of plagiarism. All submitted papers will be included as source documents in the Turnitin.com reference database solely for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of such papers. You may submit your papers in such a way that no identifying information about you is included.
Students maintain intellectual property rights to work products they create as part of this course unless they are formally notified otherwise.

Audio/Video Recordings
Students may not record (audio or video) in this class except in accordance with ADA accommodations. Any recordings made in connection with a disability accommodation are for the student’s personal academic use only and may not be distributed in any manner to any other individual.

University Withdrawal Policy: 
The deadline to drop a class without a W on your transcript for this semester is February 17th, 2023 (CENSUS DAY).

Important Information - Student Support Services 

Academic Services 
A complete list of all academic support services is available on the Academic Success section of the CSUSB Student Affairs website. 
For help with improving your writing ability, the staff at the CSUSB Writing Center is available in person and online. 

Counseling Services 
Counseling and Psychological Services offers confidential counseling services by licensed psychologists, counselors, and social workers. More info can be found at their website or by calling (909) 537-5040. 

Food Insecurity/Scarcity
The Obershaw Den provides food and personal hygiene items for enrolled students in need. Services are confidential. 

Students with Disabilities 
If you have a documented disability, please read the below information to have your right to accommodation met. If you have an undocumented disability, please schedule a time to meet with me so we can discuss your needs. 
San Bernardino Campus:
If you are in need of an accommodation for a disability in order to participate in this class, please see me and contact Services to Students with Disabilities at (909) 537-5238 or ssd@csusb.edu.


COURSE OUTLINE

PART I. Foundations of American Politics

Module 1 (Jan. 23-29): Americans and their Political Values

Module 2 (Jan. 30 – Feb. 5): The Founding and the Constitution

Module 3 (Feb. 6-12): Federalism

Module 4 (Feb. 13-19): Civil Liberties

Module 5 (Feb. 20-26): Civil Rights


PART II: Political Institutions

Module 6 (Feb. 27 – Mar. 5): The Legislative Branch

Module 7 (Mar. 6-12): The Executive Branch

Module 8 (Mar. 13-19): The Bureaucracy

Module 9 (Mar. 20-26): The Federal Judiciary


MARCH 27- APRIL 2: SPRING BREAK - NO CLASSES

PART III: Politics

Module 10 (Apr. 3-9): Public Opinion

Module 11 (Apr. 10-16): Part 1 of Political Knowledge Survey Project (due April 16th)

Module 12 (Apr. 17-23): The Media

Module 13 (April 24-30): Political Parties and Interest Groups

*Part 2 of Survey Project due April 30th

Module 14 (May 1-7): Participation, Campaigns, and Elections

Module 15 (May 8-14): Part 3 of Survey Project (due May 15th)



The schedule, syllabus and/or details about the class may need to change to address unforeseen issues. Any such changes will be announced on Canvas.
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