


HIST 5840 Proseminar: Theorizing Colonial Imperialism in Africa
Fall, 2022
Fridays, 10:30 a.m. – 1:15 p.m.  (SB-210)
	

Contact Information:

Dr. Tiffany F. Jones 
Email: tjones@csusb.edu
Office: SB 341     
Office Hours: Mon 2:30-3:30 p.m., Wed noon-1 p.m. or by appointment
Office Tel: (909) 537-3792


Course Description:

This course focuses on intensive reading and historiography and will examine the ways in which historians research, write, debate, and contextualize history of colonial encounters and imperialism in Africa.  Students will examine key issues/themes in history through the historiography of colonialism in Africa (and the world) and obtain intensive skills in the way in which history is constructed, manipulated, and defined.  Colonialism is significant in many ways for our world today.  Thus we will examine how colonialism and colonial history have significant impact on Africans’ understanding of themselves, their options, and future possibilities.  Historians do not work in a vacuum and often consult works outside their field of expertise.  Therefore, although focusing on Africa, this course will discuss perspectives and realities of colonialism in the works of historians from various fields in order to gain a good theoretical foundation and fully understand the debates of scholars concerning this subject and history in general.


Student Learning Outcomes:

1. Knowledge Skills:

1.1 Students will demonstrate knowledge of relevant historical facts and context about the history of colonialism
1.2 Students will demonstrate the ability to frame historical questions regarding the history of colonialism
1.3 Students will demonstrate an awareness of historical interpretative differences (i.e. critically assess the historical debates concerning the history of colonialism in Africa and obtain an understanding of the various debates concerning Africa’s history and how it has been related at various points throughout history)

2. Research Skills:

2.1 Students will demonstrate the ability to thoroughly use a broad range of historical sources for their research papers
2.2 Students will demonstrate the ability to evaluate and analyze primary historical sources 
2.3 Students will demonstrate the ability to develop an historical interpretation based on evidence

3. Communication Skills

3.1 Students will demonstrate the ability to write clearly 
3.2 Students will demonstrate the ability to speak clearly
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Word Cloud of Course Syllabus


Grades Breakdown:

Attendance/Participation	 30%
Two Seminar Leaderships	20%
Précis of Readings	 20%
Historiography Review Essay	  30%

Total: 	100%
	Pie Chart of Grades Breakdown


Required Full Text Readings: 

· Benedict Anderson, Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of Nationalism (Verso, 2006) ISBN: 1844670864 
· Carolyn Hamilton, Terrific Majesty: The Powers of Shaka Zulu and the Limits of Historical Inventions (Harvard University Press, 1998) ISBN: 0674874463 (ecopy available at Pfau)
· Mahmood Mamdani, Citizen and Subject: Contemporary Africa and the Legacy of Late Colonialism (Princeton University Press, 1996) ISBN: 0691027935  (ecopy available at Pfau)
· Edward Said, Culture and Imperialism (Vintage, 1994) ISBN: 0679750541 
· Luise White, Speaking with Vampires: Rumor and History in Colonial Africa (University of California Press, 2000) ISBN: 0520217047 (ecopy available at Pfau)

and online readings on the course Canvas site.



Attendance/Participation, General Expectations, and Requirements: 

“You cannot teach a man anything, you can only help him find it within himself.” – Galileo Galilei

“The biggest challenge facing the great teachers and communicators of history is not to teach history itself, nor even the lessons of history, but why history matters.” – Stephen Fry, Making History

Seminars are not simply about learning, but are about learning to learn.  We will be focusing on not only what the texts tell us about imperialism, but also what they tell us about the process of history in general.  Moreover, at this stage of your academic career, it is vital that you develop a number of professional skills as you move toward your careers in which you will be researchers, writers, public intellectuals, administrators, leaders, and teachers. Since this course will have little to say about the research process except as a by-product of our discussion of works by other scholars, I hope we can concentrate on other key academic skills.  With this in mind, all members of the seminar will serve at least twice as "seminar leaders.” Students will run the seminars using innovative and provocative approaches to talking about the week's themes and readings and be agents of their own knowledge. 

In addition to the critical reading, writing, and teaching skills, we’ll be emphasizing the importance of learning to talk like a professional historian. Although students vary widely in how comfortable they feel about speaking in class, it's in fact crucial to your future career that you figure out ways to become comfortable talking about your work: this, after all, is what you're likely to be doing in your professional career for the rest of your life.  Everyone, therefore needs to talk in class. But talking is only important if it is heard. Therefore, we’ll also be discussing how to listen and take notes in class.  In order to work together as an intellectual community we need to discuss texts and ideas in rigorously critical ways that are also constructive, collegial, even nurturing. 

Reading assignments, which will average a book per week, must be completed in their entirety before each meeting.  In addition to regular attendance, running seminars, and active participation in discussions, all students will be required to write short précis of the readings assigned for each class and a final historiographical review paper. 

As this course is a reading (i.e. reading and discussion) seminar, a large portion of the final grade will be based on reading assignments, participation, and leading discussion. As such, attendance is critical. Students who miss more than two classes without a valid excuse (i.e. without being excused prior to the class because of a health, family or work issue/conflict considered valid by the university) will automatically forfeit 10% of their final grade. Missing more than four class meetings without a valid excuse will result in an F for the course.  

The following rubric is how grades will be determined for participation:

Excellent = A.  Student shows thorough preparation with original contributions and frequent references to reading.

Good = B.  Student shows substantial preparation, demonstrates a solid understanding of material, only participates when called upon.

Fair = C.  Student shows adequate preparation, but only participates once in a while.

Inadequate = D.  Student shows little preparation, and barely participates.

Poor =F.  Student is unprepared for class, or is present but does not participate.  

Students requesting an incomplete grade will need valid documentation to support their request. 


Seminar Leadership

Each student is expected to facilitate discussions and run the class for two readings (of two different texts) for the class.  Each class will be run by two or three students.  This is an opportunity to practice many of the skills you have learned up to this point as a student and become more active in the academic process, which far too often disengages students.  You can sign-up for each seminar leadership date on Canvas under “People” and choosing the “Seminar Leadership” tab.  We’ll discuss ways in which seminars should be run and go over what makes effective seminars.  I’ll also give you various tips and techniques for running a seminar, talk about good practices in engaging discussion, and give you suggestions on how to prepare, practice, and enjoy the process.  As this is not a presentation but a facilitation, students will be graded on preparation, engagement, effective questioning skills, listening and feedback abilities, clarity and overall their success in assisting the class in grasping and engaging with the work.  I will be handing out self and peer evaluations as well in order to help assist me in grading this component of the course.



Précis

Each class you are assigned readings.  You are expected to write a short précis of six of the readings from the course and submit them to Canvas before the beginning of the class of the date the reading is due.  If you have signed up to be seminar leader for that day, you should NOT hand in a précis for that reading – only students who are not facilitating the class can hand in précis for that day.  Each précis of an article should not be longer than 250 words.  It is meant to show your understanding and views of the book/sections of the book/readings.  A précis answers the questions: What is the main argument/agenda of the author/s?  How convincing is this argument being made?  Why is this reading/s significant to the larger debates on colonialism/imperialism/history?  You may also talk about gaps in the author’s arguments or even come up with further astute questions that interrogate the readings further.  NO LATE PRECIS WILL BE ACCEPTED. 


Historiographical Review Essay	

Students will write a final paper based on the readings in class, and while students may develop an idea with further research, it is not required.  As this takes place of the final exam, NO LATE PAPERS WILL BE ACCEPTED.  Instead, the review essay is meant to draw together the various readings from the course to make one coherent argument about colonialism and/or history.  The précis, in-class discussions and seminar leaderships will all help you prepare for this paper.  More information about this historiographical review essay will be given out in class.



Academic Dishonesty and Turnitin: 

Plagiarism is a very serious form of academic dishonesty, for which the penalty will be an automatic failure of the course regardless of intent.  There will be no exceptions to this policy.  Students will also be reported to the Judicial Affairs Officer on campus.  Plagiarism involves the improper use of material in essays or other assignments.  It can occur through carelessness and negligence when a student is preparing an assignment or as a result of intentional deceit.  Please note that academic dishonesty includes such practices as submitting the same piece of work in more than one course without the permission of the instructor(s) and the buying or selling of term papers or assignments and submitting them as one’s own. 
Make sure you always identify the sources of ideas, words, and phrases that come from someone else.  Consult the university Bulletin/Catalog or http://senate.csusb.edu/docs/Policies/(FSD%2096-12.R2)%20Academic%20Dishonesty.pdf for further information on academic dishonesty and regulations.

Plagiarism = Automatic Failure

All students are expected to submit a hardcopy of their final historiographical review paper on the Canvas site where it’ll be evaluated by Turnitin.com. 


Grading Scale:

The grading scale is: 

A+ = 94-100; A- = 90-93
B+ = 87-89 ;  B – 84-86 ; B- = 80-83
C+ = 77-79 ;  C = 74-76 ; C- = 70-73
D+ = 67-69 ;  D = 64-69 ; D- = 60-63
F = 59 and below

Students requesting an incomplete grade will need valid documentation to support their request. 


Support for Students with Disabilities

I make every effort to make all course materials accessible to all students.  All course materials are available in various electronic formats on Canvas.  Moreover, this syllabus as well as other course materials abide as much as possible to the principles of Universal Design for Learning.  If you are seeking classroom accommodations under the ADA, you are required to register with the Office of Services to Students with Disabilities (SSD).  SSD is located in UH-183, or you can telephone them at (909) 537-5238, or email them at ssd@csusb.edu.  To receive academic accommodations for this class, please obtain the proper SSD forms at the beginning of the term.


Diversity and Respect

It is my intent that students from all diverse backgrounds and perspectives be well served by this course, that students’ learning needs be addressed both in and out of class, and that the diversity that students bring to this class be viewed as a resource, strength, and benefit. It is my intent to present materials and activities that are respectful of diversity: gender, sexuality, disability, age, socioeconomic status, ethnicity, race, and culture. Your suggestions are encouraged and appreciated. In addition, if any of our class meetings conflict with your religious events, please let me know so that we can make arrangements for you.
A large part of this course is about deconstructing stereotypes, understanding the problems with language and depictions, and understanding power dynamics. Please be respectful about the language you use in your discussions and remain open to new ideas.   


Emergency Preparation

In the event of an emergency, classes may be cancelled.  Students should ensure that their contact information on record with the university is up to date and should consult the Office of Emergency Management and Business Continuity website at https://www.csusb.edu/emergency-management for emergency and safety guidelines. 


Some of the course’s policies and my preferences:

1) Please leave the chair/table allocated for students with disabilities free for those who may need it.
2) Please turn off your cell phones before entering the classroom.
3) There should be no use for laptops in this class.  Laptops, iPads, cell phones etc. are not to be used in this class, unless otherwise indicated by the instructor or seminar leaders
4) Please place HIST 5840 somewhere in your subject line for all emails, otherwise I may not receive them.
5) Use Chicago Manual (footnote) style for all history papers.

Please Note: This syllabus is subject to change at the discretion of the instructor



TENTATIVE CLASS OUTLINE


Friday, August 26th: Introduction Class Running a Seminar and Good Reading/Teaching Practices


Friday, September 2nd:  Understanding and Theorizing Colonialism

Reading: 	Walter Rodney, “Excerpt from How Europe Underdeveloped Africa” in R. O Colllins, Historical Problems of Imperial Africa (Canvas)
G. Balandier, “The Colonial Situation: A Theoretical Approach” in Immanuel Wallerstein, Social Change: The Colonial Situation (1966), 34-61. (Canvas)
Frederick Cooper and Ann L. Stoler, “Tensions of Empire: Colonial Control and Visions of Empire” American Ethnologist 16, no. 4 (1989): 609-21. (Canvas)
John Comaroff, “Images of Empire: Models of Colonial Domination in South Africa” American Ethnologist 16, no. 4 (1989): 661-85. (Canvas)


Friday, September 9th: Pitfalls of Colonialism
 
Reading: 	Edward Said, Culture and Imperialism, Intro, Chapters One and Two, pp xi-190.


Friday, September 16th: Pitfalls of Colonalism Cont’d

Reading: 	Edward Said, Culture and Imperialism, Chapters Three and Four, pp 191-336.


Friday, September 23rd: Rethinking Pitfalls of Colonialism 

Readings: 	Nicholas B. Dirks, “Introduction: Colonialism and Culture” in Colonialism and Culture (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 1992) (Canvas)
Gyan Prakash “Writing Post-Orientalist Histories of the Third World: Indian Historiography is Good to Think” in Colonialism and Culture (Canvas)
Rosalind O’Hanlon and David Washbrook, “After Orientalism: Culture, Criticism, and Politics in the Third World,” in Comparative Studies in Society and History 34, no. 1 (1992): 141-167. (Canvas)


Friday, September 30th: Theorizing Nationalism and Colonial Encounters

Reading: 	Benedict Anderson, Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of Nationalism.


Friday, October 7th: [De/Re]Constructing Popular Colonial Histories 

Reading: 	Carolyn Hamilton, Terrific Majesty: The Powers of Shaka Zulu and the Limits of Historical Inventions, Introduction, Ch 1- 3, pp1-129


Friday, October 14th: [De/Re] Constructing Popular Colonial Histories Cont’d

Reading: 	Carolyn Hamilton, Terrific Majesty, Ch 4-6, pp130-216 


Friday, October 21st: Understanding Resistance and Resilience in Popular Culture 

Reading:	Luise White, Speaking with Vampires: Rumor and History in Colonial Africa, Part One and Two, pp 3-150


Friday, October 28th: Understanding Resistance and Resilience in Popular Culture Cont’d

Reading: 	Luise White, Speaking with Vampires, Part Three and Conclusion, pp 151-312


Friday, November 4th: Understanding Colonial Rule and its Legacy 

Reading: 	Mahmood Mandani, Citizen and Subject, Part I



Friday, November 11th: Understanding Colonial Rule and its Legacy Cont’d

Reading: 	Mahmood Mandani, Citizen and Subject, Part II, pp 181-302


Friday, November 18th: Overcoming Colonial Legacies

Reading:	James Ferguson, “Introduction: Global Shadows,” “Chapter 3: De-moralizing Economies: African Socialism, Scientific Capitalism, and the Moral Politics of Structural Adjustment”  and “Chapter 7: Decomposing Modernity: History and Hierarchy After Development” in Global Shadows: Africa in the Neoliberal World Order (Duke University Press, 2006) 1-23, 69-88, 176-210.


Friday, November 25th: NO CLASS - THANKSGIVING


Friday, December 2nd:  No Class, Work on Final Review Essay




Friday, December 9th: REVIEW ESSAY DUE BY 1:15 p.m. 
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