SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY LAB
Psyc 4260
Fall 2025
 
Instructor: Dr. Anne Duran
Pronouns: She, her, hers
Email: aduran@csub.edu
Office: DDH D103
Student Hours: Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday, 3:00-4:30
If these times don’t work for you, we can make an appointment. 
Class Meeting Time/Days: Mondays and Wednesdays, 530-645
Class Meeting Place: WS Library Computer Lab 16
Class Goal and Format: This lab will increase your understanding of the scientific method as it is used in social psychology. The class is based on student participation. We will be conversing about research. I assume you know some stuff about research, but not everything, so don’t be afraid to participate in the discussions!
Recommended Text:  American Psychological Association, “APA Publication Manual”
Required Program: You will need to have access to SPSS. One option is to access the Virtual Computer Labs through Canvas; look on the bottom left-hand margin for the link. (I recommend having the IT department load it onto your computer, though.)
Suggested Program: Qualtrics is a very helpful survey-development instrument. You should have access to this program through CSUB.
Prerequisites: The prerequisite courses for this class are Psyc 3110 and Social Psychology.
Duran Warning: Your professor has "cough variant asthma," which means certain smells trigger a really brutal response. PLEASE DO NOT BRING ODORS into the classroom or my office, including cigarettes, weed, cologne, perfume, jasmine oil, laundry detergent, and strong lotion. If you’re wearing a smell, do me a favor and sit far from me. You have my gratitude!
Assignments:  Although you do not have exams in this class, you do have a variety of other assignments. I expect APA format in all written submissions. See the due dates on Canvas and on the Schedule below.
There is a total of 500 points possible.
I. First, let’s talk about the Friday assignments. These are due on the Friday of each week (see the schedule) by 5:00 p.m. Each is worth 10 points. There are nine assignments; I will keep your top eight, for a total possible 80 points. These are pretty straightforward; the idea is to give you some practice doing/applying concepts from whatever we talked about that week. See the “Assignments” page for info.
1. Plagiarism Assignment 
. NOTE: I WILL NOT ACCEPT any of your other written work until this is submitted.
2. APA Style Assignment
3. Guest Speaker Activities 
4. Syntax Assignment
5. Reverse Coding Assignment  
6. Cronbach’s Alpha Assignment
7. Observational Data Assignment
8. Group Hypothesis Assignment
9. In-Class Reflection Assignment
10. Ethical Concerns Assignment
II. You’ll also do an assignment called “Design a Study.” You will design a mini correlational study and mini experimental study. See the info under the “Assignments” page. This assignment is worth 20 points.
III. Weekly ‘Best-Point’ Papers. It is important to learn from researchers who have come before us. To do so, we’ve got to read what they’ve written! You’ll be reading several articles, some which may be familiar to you. On several days (see schedule, below), you will read an article found in the “Articles” link on Canvas. There are two pieces to these assignments: 
A. You will write a reaction to that article. I do NOT want a summary of the article. You can write about the best and/or worst things about the paper, future ideas based on that study, thoughts or questions you had, anything.
 
B. You will address ethical concerns about this article. Think back to the APA General Principles link you read for class earlier in the semester. What concerns do you see here? How was their research particularly ethical (or not)? Address all five principles: 
· 
· Principle A: Beneficence and Nonmaleficence
· Principle B: Fidelity and Responsibility
· Principle C: Integrity
· Principle D: Justice
· Principle E: Respect for People's Rights and Dignity
These should be at least one page (but not more than two), using 1.5 spacing and Times New Roman 12 point font. We will be using these weekly papers to guide our discussions. 
Your grade for this component is based on your top six (of the possible eight) submissions. 
These papers are worth 20 points each for a total of 120 points. Your grade will be based on evidence of your having read the article (MORE than just the ABSTRACT!), the thoughtfulness of your response, and your ability to communicate your thoughts clearly and without writing errors.
IV. Correlation Paper.
You will be writing a research article of your very own, based on data we collect in class and writing work we do in class. It is OK to collaborate with another person, but if you do so, you need to include that person as an author on your paper. You need to submit your very own paper, as well; no duplications. 
A. Your first draft, along with an associated in-class activity, is worth 50 points. I expect to see significant work on your Intro, Materials & Methods, Results, and Discussion sections. Your score will be based on the amount of work you have completed.
A note on your draft: I will be giving you feedback on your submission. If I find plagiarism, a score of zero will be recorded for your Draft. If I do NOT find plagiarism in your Draft but I DO find it in your Final Paper, a score of zero will be recorded for your Final Paper—even if I did not flag it in your Draft. In other words, don’t plagiarize. We’ve spent so much time learning about how to avoid plagiarism that it should be easy for you to use your own words.
B. Your final paper is worth 100 points.  I will be using the ‘Correlation Paper Rubric’ (found in ‘Modules’ under “Correlation Paper info and examples”) to evaluate your work.
V. Article Summary for Group Project.
You are going to be working on a project with a group. Groups will be assigned early in the semester. As a group, you will decide on a project together and create the methods and materials for your project.
For THIS assignment, you will be working individually, although it is smart to coordinate with your group members. You will locate a recent article that is relevant to your group project. Write up one paragraph for each of the following:
1. What was the hypothesis?
2. How did they test it? Tell me their methods.
3. What did they discover? Paraphrase their results.
4. What does this article have to do with your project?
Include the citation for the article. Use YOUR OWN WORDS; do NOT use direct quotes (and of course, do not plagiarize). Write as if you are explaining the study to your grandma. DO NOT include the number, age, or gender of participants, unless it is vital to the study. Your score will be based on your answers to these questions as well as your ability to write without errors.
REMEMBER: DO NOT PLAGIARIZE.
 Note: The article must be EMPIRICAL (look for words like “participants” or “subjects”) and PEER REVIEWED. If the article is not empirical, or if it is not peer-reviewed, you will not earn points for this assignment.
Also, do NOT use a meta-analysis. 
            This part of your project is worth 20 points.
VI. Hypothesis, Materials and Methods for Group Project:
As a group, you will create the methods and materials for your project. On the due date, your group will submit one document with the following:
1. Your hypothesis. Remember, you are doing an EXPERIMENT. 
2. A description of your methodology. What will your participants experience? Remember, you are doing an EXPERIMENT.
3. The EXACT materials you will be using in your methodology (e.g., your survey, your manipulation, your script, whatever you have). Remember, you are doing an EXPERIMENT. It’s a good idea to have your survey available via Qualtrics; in this case, send me the link (I will send that link out to collect data). I want to see your READY-TO-GO materials! I will be sending out the materials you send to me, so send me the EXACT materials you want sent out!
4. The statistical approach you plan to use to evaluate your results. Will you be doing a chi square? A correlation? An ANOVA? Something else?  Remember, you are doing an EXPERIMENT.
All members of the group will be assigned the same number of points on this assignment.
You will submit the materials and the methodology to me PRIOR TO COLLECTING DATA. DO NOT collect data until I have approved your study!
This part of your project is worth 25 points.
VII. Oral Presentation of Group Project: 
As a group, you will be completing a research project and presenting your results. Presentations will be 15-20 minutes long and worth 60 points for the group and 25 points for each individual. I will be using the ‘Oral Presentation Rubric’ (found in the ‘Group Project Info’ folder under “Modules” on Canvas) to evaluate your work.
Please note: If a group member is not supporting the group (e.g., that person is being a “social loafer”), it is appropriate to consult with me.  With permission, groups have the right to ‘fire’ members who are not supporting the group. If you are ‘fired’ from a group, you have two options: you can either try to get ‘hired’ by another group, or you can do the project on your own.
Besides presenting your project, you will be able to vote on your favorite presentation that is NOT your own. The group with the most votes will get an additional 10 points Extra Credit.
NOTE: ALL group members MUST be present during presentation time, unless it has been cleared with me. If a group member is not present, they will earn a zero, and their group members will be evaluated separately.
To summarize: 
Assignments related to your Correlation Paper  
· Some Friday Assignments
· Correlation Paper (draft and final version)
Assignments related to your Group Project (Experiment)
· Article Summary for Group Project
· Hypothesis, Materials and Methods for Group Project
· Oral Presentation of Group Project
· Including Individual measure
 Assignments related to your General Science/Methods Knowledge & Skills
· Some Friday Assignments
· Design a Study assignment
· Weekly ‘Best Point’ Papers  
Late Policy: An assignment is considered ‘late’ if it is received after the beginning of class on the day it is due. 20% of the possible points will be deducted for each 24 hour period after that – even if your printer breaks, your computer dumps your work, you get a flat tire, or any of the other million things that can get in the way of your submitting your work on time. If this concerns you, consider submitting your work a day or two before it is due.
You may email me (aduran@csub.edu) your work, but DO NOT ASSUME that I have received it until you get a confirmation from me. If you email me and your work is not attached, that is as if you didn’t email me at all. DO NOT email me on the Canvas page.
 
Grade Breakdown:  I will use the following chart to compute your grade:
465–500 points (93 – 100%): A     365–389 points (73–77.9%): C
450–464 points (90 – 92.9%): A-   350–364 points (70–72.9%): C-
440–449 points (88 – 89.9%): B+  340–349 points (68–69.9%): D+
415–439 points (83 – 87.9%): B    315–339 points (63–67.9%): D
400–414 points (80 – 82.9%): B-   300–314 points (60–62.9%): D-
390–399 points (78 – 79.9%): C+   Below 300 points/60%: F
 
Please note: As we go through the semester, you will know how many points you have earned for the different components of your grade. If you are not earning the grade you want, the time to do something about it is before the end of the semester.
 
Extra Credit: It is not impossible for me to assign Extra Credit activities. There is a maximum of ten Extra Credit points that I will allow.
                                                                                                             
Withdrawal:  The last day to withdraw without a “w” is 9/22/25.  The last day to withdraw with a serious and compelling reason is 11/14/25.  Keep in mind that “serious and compelling reason” is not your call.  You will require approval from the instructor and the dean.  IF YOU DROP THIS COURSE, YOU MUST COMPLETE THE APPROPRIATE PAPERWORK! (Also, it is good manners to inform your group members if you drop the class!)
 
Academic misconduct, including cheating or plagiarism in any form, has serious repercussions in this course (e.g., flunking the assignment or the course).  No kidding. Don’t do it.  Plagiarism includes using the work or words of others (including via the internet) without giving credit.  The Plagiarism Project should help clarify questions; however, if you have any other questions, you can talk to me or your helpful librarians.
Note that using AI, such as ChatGPT, can be helpful in learning new information (but use your critical thinking skills!). However, use ChatGPT the same way you would use any other source: paraphrase and cite! 
 
Safe Zone: This class is a SAFE ZONE and I am a Safe Zone Ally.  Safe Zone allies are people who are trustworthy, knowledgeable, and sensitive to all students and dedicated to promoting acceptance and inclusion of the LGBTQ community.  Please feel free to ask me questions about the ally program and what it means to me to be an Ally.  
Mental Health note: Being a senior, about to graduate, can be a very stressful time. A lot of us would benefit from talking to a trained counselor. Because you have paid your student fees, you have access to our mental health care providers at the Counseling Center. These are all folks who have earned their degrees and certification. Visit them at https://www.csub.edu/counselingcenter/ Also, it is important to note that you do not need a diagnosis to get help. Sometimes we just need someone to talk to. These folks are here for you.
Students with Disabilities: If you have or believe you have a disability, you may wish to self-identify.  You can do so by contacting Services for Students with Disabilities, SADM 140, 654-3360.  They can assist you in arranging appropriate support.
 
 
 
 
 1st day: 8/25
No school 
	9/1
	10/11
	11/26-28
Last day 12/8
 
 
	Week
	Monday
	Wednesday
	Friday Assignment 

	1/20
	 
	Intro
· Scientific methods
· Correlations v Experiments
· Operational definitions
· Continuous v. discreet variables
· P values & a values
How to read an article
·         “How to Read an Article,” Canvas
	 Friday: *Plagiarism Assignment 

	1/27
	Ethics
· “General Principles,” http://www.apa.org/ethics/code/
· IRB, Consent, Debriefing
 
	APA Style
·         “APA Style guide,” https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines
 
	Complete the “Survey”  
Friday: APA Style Quiz

	2/3
	Plagiarism
What is it?
How can we avoid it?
*Guest Speaker! 
be sure to attend!
	Locating peer-reviewed articles
What is Empirical?
What is a meta-analysis?
*Guest Speaker! 
be sure to attend! 
	Friday: **Guest Speaker activities 

	2/10
	Welcome to SPSS
·  Importing data
*Watch Duran video #1
*Zoey at the helm! 
	· Opening saved data
· Opening and saving Syntax files
· Creating an average
*Watch Duran video #2
*Zoey at the helm! 
	Friday: "Lab Practice Assignment"; upload Syntax

	2/17
	·Good v Bad Surveys
·Operational Definitions
·Reverse Coding
See “Reverse coding in SPSS (a different prof)” in “SPSS Info & Qualtrics” module on Canvas 
 
	Reading #1: Stephan et al. 
	Friday: Reverse Coding Assignment
 

	2/24
	·Reliability/Validity
·Cronbach’s alphas
See “Cronbach’s Alpha in SPSS (different prof)” in “SPSS Info & Qualtrics” module on Canvas
 
	Reading #2: Milgram 
	Friday: Cronbach’s Alpha Assignment
 

	3/3
	
·Results Sections
·Correlations v Experiments
·What is a correlation? T test? Anova? Chi Square?
·How to run a correlation 
 
	Reading #3: Cialdini 
	Friday: Design a Mini-Study

	3/10
	·Intro sections
·Group assignments
·Observational Data
 
	Reading #4: Lepper et al. 
 
	Friday/Assignment: Observational data
 

	3/17
	·Orientation to Qualtrics
·Discussion Sections
	Reading #5: Loftus and Palmer
Article Summary Assignment Due
	Friday: Your group’s hypothesis

	3/24
	·Consent and Debriefing Forms
·Group Time
	Reading #6: Darley and Latane
 
	Friday: Hypothesis, Methods, Materials (Group Project)

	3/31
	Cesar Chavez day – no school
	Reading #7: Bandura 
	Friday: Nothing!

	4/7
	Correlation Paper Draft Due
In-class activity
 
	Reading #8: Festinger & Carlsmith
	Friday: Reflect on the in-class assignment, both writing & receiving feedback.

	4/14
	Spring break
	Spring break
	 

	4/21
	Groups: meet w Duran
Data Analysis/Group work
	Groups: meet w Duran
Data Analysis/Group work
	Friday: ethical concerns of your Group Project

	4/28
	Correlation Paper Final Version Due
	Data Analysis/Group work
	Friday: Nothing!

	5/5
	Presentations (Group Project)
Upload Powerpoint (or other)
	Presentations (Group Project)
 
	 

	5/12
	Presentations (Group Project) 
Last day of class
	No class
	 

	Friday 
5/16
	“Final Exam” Time 
Presentations (Group Project)
11:00 am - 1:30 pm 
 
	
	 


As with life, this schedule is subject to change without notice.
I will inform you of any changes as soon as possible.
This course is developed to support the Psychology Department Goals and Objectives. Specifically, this course will address the following:
Goal 1: Content Knowledge and Applications
1.1 Describe key concepts, principles, and theories in psychological science
1.4 Apply psychological content to solve practical problems
 
Goal 2: Scientific Inquiry and Critical Thinking
2.1 Exercise scientific reasoning to investigate psychological phenomena
2.2 Interpret, design, and evaluate basic psychological research
2.3 Incorporate sociocultural factors in scientific research practices
2.4 Use statistics to evaluate quantitative research findings
 
Goal 3: Values in Psychological Science
3.1 Employ ethical standards in research, practice, and academic contexts
 
Goal 4: Communication, Psychological Literacy, and Technology Skills
4.3 Provide evidence of psychological literacy
4.4 Exhibit appropriate technological skills to improve communication





