Research articles are involved in two major assignments, as well as their final “Big Paper.” From my syllabus: 

Writing Assignment 1 (Say, Mean, Matter) The goal of the first writing assignment is for you to get an understanding of what I want you to be doing for your Big Paper. Over the course of the semester, we'll be addressing eight different subfields of psychology. I have articles for you to read in each subfield that addresses my topic (“factors influencing prejudice”); you’ll find these in the “Articles for Writing Assignment 1, ‘Say, Mean, Matter’” module on Canvas. For your Writing Assignment #1, you will read the scheduled article and write a paper answering these three questions:

1) What did the authors of this article say? Here, you will choose a specific passage that you’d like to address and copy it down. Choose a passage that is particularly relevant to the reading. Be sure to cite it correctly and use appropriate quotation marks to avoid plagiarism.  

2) What did the authors of this article mean? This is where you interpret what the authors said in the quote you brought in on Question 1. Translate it into language your grandma can understand.

3) Why does this article matter? Now that you’ve read the article and you understand what the researchers did, tell me ‘who cares’; that is, how can this information be used in the “real world”? Go beyond what the authors suggest.  
 
This should be about a page to 1.5 pages long. Your grade for this assignment will be based on your thoughtfulness and evidence that you actually read the article, as well as your written communication skills. Use Times New Roman or Arial 12 point font, and 1.5 spacing. I will be expecting you to follow APA guidelines in your writing.  

There are eight articles. See the Calendar for due dates. I will record your top SIX scores. Each is worth 10 points for a total of 60 points possible.

Note: I will be editing and commenting pretty thoroughly on your first few assignments. BE SURE to read my comments, even if you’ve earned full points.

Note: If you earn a zero for Plagiarism, that score WILL BE KEPT as one of your ‘top six’ scores. (You will also be reported to the Dean of Students.) 

Note: Even if you choose to skip the assignment, be sure to read the article so you can participate in the discussions. 

Writing Assignment 2 (Big Paper Research) The goal of the second writing assignment is to help you write your paper across the semester. We will be looking at eight different subfields of psychology across the semester. For this assignment, you will find and read an article that is from that particular field of psychology that addresses your topic. The article must be empirical, peer reviewed, and psychological. DO NOT use meta-analyses for this assignment (although they can be helpful in your Big Paper).

For your assignment, tell me, in your own words:
1) what was the hypothesis?
2) how did the authors test it?
3) was their hypothesis supported or not?
4) what were the strengths and weaknesses of this research? Think about the research rather than the writing.

Note: “this was a short article” is NOT a strength.

“The hypothesis was supported” is NOT a strength.  
 
Include the citation for your article. If there is no citation, I will not accept your submission.

This should be about two pages. Your grade for this assignment will be based on your thoughtfulness, your ability to make me understand the article, and evidence that you have actually read the article. Use Times New Roman or Arial 12 point font, and 1.5 spacing. I will be expecting you to follow APA guidelines in your writing.

There are eight due dates for this assignment. See the calendar for due dates. I will record your top SIX scores. Each is worth 10 points for a total of 60 points possible.

Note: I will be editing and commenting pretty thoroughly on your first few assignments. BE SURE to read my comments, even if you’ve earned full points.

Note: If you earn a zero for Plagiarism, that score WILL BE KEPT as one of your ‘top six’ scores.

Note: Even if you choose to skip the assignment, locate a relevant article and be ready to share it with the class.




