
Field Report Assignment #1
Identify Your Public Meeting

Objective:
One of the most important ways to connect classroom learning to real-world politics is to observe government in action. This semester, you will be required to attend one public meeting and write a reflection about how the issues, debates, and decisions you observe connect to themes from our course.
Step 1: Identify Your Meeting
For this first step, you will research and select the public meeting you plan to attend. Examples include:
A city council meeting
A county board of supervisors meeting
A school board meeting
A water board or planning commission meeting
A local government agency meeting that is open to the public

Step 2: Provide Meeting Details
In your submission, include the following information:
The name of the body (e.g., Bakersfield City Council, Kern High School District Board).
The date, time, and location of the meeting you plan to attend (or link if it will be livestreamed/recorded).
Locate past Meeting Minutes. They are usually located on the body's website. If you cannot locate the Meeting Minutes, you may want to look for another meeting to attend. The Minutes explain what issues the body has been discussing and the status of any decisions that were made in previous meetings. For your discussion post, indicate a current agenda item that interests you.

Step 3: Explain Your Choice
Write a brief explanation (100–150 words) of why you selected this meeting. For example:
Identify what issue or issues sparked your interest in this public body (eg., traffic calming in the City of Bakersfield, special education in a school district, etc. etc.
Does it tie into topics we are studying (federalism, state vs. local politics, policy debates, etc.)?
Is it particularly relevant to your community?

